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1. PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING COURSES FOR GE APPROVAL, and FORM

A. NEW AND SIGNIFICANTLY MODIFIED COURSES:

Departments should submit new and or significantly modified courses (requiring catalogue copy changes) to (1) the appropriate college curriculum committee first, including the application materials requested in this packet. (2) After college council approval, Colleges should forward general education applications to the Office of the Provost, General Education committee.  

B. EXISTING GENERAL EDUCATION (PRIOR PLAN) COURSES:

If the course submitted is an existing General Education course, Departments should submit 2 copies of the complete GMU Gen Ed. course assessment/certification request packet to (1) the appropriate College Dean or Director’s office for FYI and signature, and then it should be (2) forwarded to the Office of the Provost General Education Curriculum Committee.  We encourage revising existing general education courses to reflect the new guidelines.

C. PROCESS AND EVALUATION:
 The courses approved by the elected Committee on General Education Curriculum would be in effect for a period of two years.  All courses, both existing and newly created, will be reviewed and if necessary, adjusted at the end of the first phase.  Assessment procedures will be developed in the first phase of this three-year plan.

Submit application packets to:

General Education Curriculum Committee

Office of the Provost, MSN 3A2

Mason Hall D109

George Mason University

Fairfax VA 22030-4444

George Mason University 


General Education Course Approval Form

Office of the Provost

 (Please Attach to GMU Standard Course Approval Form, Office of the Registrar) 

New________   Modify________  Existing Gen. Ed.__________ 

Date:
___________Dept.
___________
Course Abbrev/Number___________________ 

Full Course Title:

Credit Hours:_________   Lab/Non lab (circle one) 

GE Area A. Foundation______  B. Core________ or C. Synthesis__________  

GE Category(ies):

1. Course Content (please attach SYLLABUS)

3. How does course specifically meet specified General Education Goal(s)/Category(ies)? 

4. Expected Student Outcomes/Assessment plan summary

(Attach separate sheet if necessary)

Submitted by:

_____________________________  Phone:________________ e-mail:____________

Signature:

_____________________________  Dept._________________   Mail Stop_________

SIGNATURES









Department Chair_________________________________________ Date________


College Council Chair(if appropriate)__________________________ Date________


College Dean______________________________________________ Date________


Provost__________________________________________________ Date________



General Education Curriculum files, Office of the Provost: File recorded:____ Date:_______

2. GENERAL EDUCATION FRAMEWORK MISSION STATEMENT, BOV APPROVED, 5/17/00

The Framework for General Education at George Mason University 

The mission of George Mason University’s General Education Program is to educate, liberate and broaden the mind and to instill lifelong love of learning. In conjunction with each student’s major program of study and other electives, minors or certificates, this Program seeks to produce graduates with intellectual vision, creative abilities and moral sensibility, as well as the skills to assure a well-rounded and useable education. 

Specifically, General Education courses should first ensure that all undergraduates develop skills in information gathering, written and oral communication, and analytical and quantitative reasoning. 

Second, General Education courses should expose students to the development of knowledge by emphasizing major domains of thought and methods of inquiry. 

Third, General Education courses should enable students to attain a breadth of knowledge that supports their specializations and contributes to their education in both personal and professional terms.

Fourth, General Education courses should encourage students to make important connections across boundaries (for example: among disciplines; between the university and the external world; between the United States and other countries).

3. FRAMEWORK GOALS, CATALOGUE COPY, AND COURSE APPROVAL GUIDELINES

A. FOUNDATION REQUIREMENTS

Written Communication 

Goal: develop ability to use written communication as a way of thinking and of discovering ideas and meanings as well as expressing them. 

Required: English 101 (100), 302, approved writing intensive course in major, and increased emphasis on reading and writing in appropriate Gen Ed courses.  
Catalogue Description:  Courses in the “Written Communication” category are intended to provide GMU undergraduates with opportunities to develop the ability to use written communication as a way of thinking and of discovering ideas and meanings as well as expressing them.  Students must develop basic writing skills at the freshman level and build on those skills with an upper-level writing course.  At least one course in a student’s major must be “writing-intensive.”

Criteria for Approval: To be approved for the “Written Communication” category, a course must (1) teach writing as a means of communication, expression, and critical thinking; (2) help students increase proficiency in and understanding of the English language; (3) develop students’ skills as critical thinkers and readers; (4) incorporate newly-emerging technologies for research and writing; (5) increase student understanding of writing for different audiences and different purposes; and (6) help students identify and use research and writing resources.

Oral Communication

Goal: Develop ability to use oral communication as a way of thinking and learning as well as sharing ideas with others. 

Required:  One approved course in oral communication; increase emphasis on oral communication in appropriate Gen Ed courses.
Catalogue Description: Courses in the area of oral communication are intended to provide GMU undergraduates with the ability to express themselves in public or group settings.  Students should gain an understanding of the cultural, psychological, political and practical significance of communication, with special emphasis on the role of communication in a free society.  Through

oral presentations, group discussions, and the critical assessment of public messages, students will come to understand the various modes of communication that exist, and will improve their oral communication skills.  They should also learn how to support and defend their positions, how to respond to different communication situations, and how to clearly organize and develop ideas.  By developing an understanding of the importance of communication in society, students should also learn to respect the freedom of expression of all members of the community.

Criteria for Approval:  To be approved for the “Oral Communication” category, a course must (1) increase student awareness of communication principles and how to respond to various situations; (2) include significant speaking assignments so as to allow continual improvement and self-reflection; (3) emphasize the role of free speech in a democratic society; (4) enhance student appreciation for cultural similarities and differences in communication; and (5) improve the student’s listening and writing skills.

Quantitative Reasoning

Goal:  Develop ability to use and critically evaluate numerical information, and to create and critique logical arguments using quantitative reasoning. 

Required: Either: (a) appropriate placement score on quantitative skills and one of Math 108, 110, 111, 113, 115, 125 or Stat 250 or (b) lower placement score requiring Math 106; increase emphasis on mathematics and statistics in appropriate Gen Ed courses.  (Assumes satisfactory completion of the high school math required for admission.)   
Catalog Description:  Courses in the “Quantitative Reasoning” category are intended to give all GMU undergraduates the capability to reason quantitatively through exposure and practice grounded in important problems and ideas.  To ensure skills, a basic proficiency established through a test is required before attempting courses that satisfy this requirement.  Students who demonstrate a higher proficiency level may choose among an approved set of courses that develop quantitative reasoning, while those with basic proficiency only will be required to satisfy this requirement with the particular course Math 106, designed to advance students to the higher proficiency level.

Criteria for Approval:  To be approved for the “Quantitative Reasoning” category, a course must be (1) devoted primarily to reasoning with numerical information; (2) engage students in critical thinking and logical argument; (3) focus content on important areas of mathematics and statistics.

Information Technology
Goal: Develop ability to use information technology to communicate and conduct research; develop understanding of ethical use of computing and information systems. 

Required: One course in IT skills course/lab.
Catalogue Description:  Students will develop the ability to use information technology to communicate, conduct and present research; and will develop understanding of ethical use of computing and information systems. 

Students may fulfill the IT requirement by either achieving an acceptable score on 

appropriate modular tests of skills, or by taking up to three modular IT courses, or 

one three credit course in IT, TAC, or other appropriate technology courses to meet remaining or all requirements.  All students must take an IT module that includes an ethics component.  

Criteria for Approval: Courses meeting a modular requirement will: (1) address the prescribed skill development at the appropriate level; (2) require students to demonstrate the competencies either by testing or projects; (3) address underlying ideas and issues that are not specific to particular software.  (4) inclusion of an ethics component is particularly encouraged. 

B. CORE REQUIREMENTS

Literature

Goal:  Develop an understanding of the aesthetic and intellectual components of literature through critical analysis of major literary works. 

Required: At least one approved course in literature.
Catalog Description: Courses in the “Literature” category will foster understanding and appreciation of the aesthetic, cultural, historic, and intellectual aspects of

major literary works through critical analysis.  Students will identify, analyze, and discuss aspects of theme, plot, central idea, narrative, audience, perspective, figurative language, and the relationship between structure and ideas.

  Criteria for Approval:  Readings must include a broad spectrum of major literary works.  Literature selected for this category should complement the cultural, economic, political, scientific and social ideas developed in the General Education curriculum.

Arts

Goal: develop an understanding of the aesthetic and intellectual components of the arts through either critical analysis of major artistic works or through creative work of their own.

Required:  At least one approved course in the arts. 

Catalog Description: Courses in the Arts category are intended to give all GMU undergraduates knowledge and understanding of the arts through critical analysis/history, theory/practice.  Arts courses provide distinctive modes of thought, ways of working, and avenues for student achievement, and establish a foundation for ongoing intellectual and artistic development.  Some courses will emphasize the development of artistic technique, problem solving and the creative/interdisciplinary process, and others will focus on developing aesthetic sensibility and understanding historical and cultural contexts.

Criteria for Approval: To be approved for the Arts category, a course must (1) enable students to recognize aesthetic qualities and processes of at least one major art form in such a way as to facilitate lifelong appreciation; (2) give students the opportunity to experience significant works of art in the classroom and/or in performances and exhibitions; (3) enable students to understand the historical or cultural contexts in which specific works of art were created; and  (4) engage students in the creative process and/or the practice of an arts discipline.  

Natural Science
Goal: Develop an understanding of natural science, including the critical approach of the scientific method, the relation between theory and experiment, the development and elaboration of major ideas in science.  

Required: Two approved science courses; a course offering an overview of the principles of physics, chemistry and life sciences will be one course required of some students.  At least one course will have a laboratory experience. 

Catalog Description:  Courses in the "Natural Science" category are intended to develop an understanding of natural science in all GMU undergraduates. The scientific method, the relation of theory and experiment, the use of quantitative and qualitative information, and the development of major ideas in science are addressed.

Criteria for Approval:  To be approved for the “Natural Science” category, a course must (1) devote itself primarily to natural science content, either within a discipline or across several disciplines; (2) engage students in scientific reasoning using the scientific method and the analysis of experiment in relation to theory; (3) emphasize an important area or areas of science; and (4) if thematic, be connected to broad scientific problems and focused on scientific matters. 

U.S. History

Goal: Develop an understanding of the institutions and traditions of our society from its founding documents, values and institutions onward to the present.  Attention to the processes of historical analysis will be fundamental to the course. 

Required: One single specific course.   
Catalogue Description: This course will enable students to develop an understanding of the institutions and traditions of our society from its founding documents, values and institutions onward to the present.  Attention to the processes of historical analysis will be fundamental to the course. 

Status: Course is currently under development.

Western Civilization

Goal/Catalogue Description: From Greek and Roman civilizations to the contemporary era.  Goal:  awareness of the development of a major civilization obviously influential in the emergence of the United States and in various aspects of world affairs.  
Required: One single specific course.
Catalogue Description: Course covers the period of Western civilization from the Greek and Roman civilizations to the contemporary era.  Students will develop awareness and understanding of the development of a major civilization obviously influential in the emergence of the United States and in various aspects of world affairs.  

Status: Course is currently under development.

Global Understanding

Goal:  Courses in International Institutions and Cross-Cultural Values develop an understanding of the institutions and values of global society, with an emphasis on cultural traditions other than one’s own. To the degree possible, these courses will emphasize the comparison of more than one cultural tradition. 

Required: One approved course.
Catalog Description.  Courses in the “Global Understanding” category are intended to give all GMU undergraduates a familiarity with, and understanding of, some of the principal international institutions and cultural values that characterize the global system today.  After completing a course from this category, students should be able to analyze (that is, identify the causes and consequences of changes in) important international and/or cultural systems.  Courses in this category are of two broad types.  Some courses may emphasize “International Institutions,” that is, institutions, both formal and informal, that transcend the nation-state.  Other courses may deal with “Cross-Cultural Values” by focusing on cultural traditions other than those of contemporary America and by incorporating explicit comparisons of two or more cultures.  All courses in this category will involve the study of both international institutions and cultural values as they are related to global affairs.

Course Approval:  All courses must demonstrate how they will meet the goals and criteria established for this category.  Courses will be evaluated regularly to assure that they meet these criteria.

To be approved for the “Global Understanding” category, courses must possess the following features.  If it is to emphasize “International Institutions,” a course must (1) be devoted primarily to an examination of one or more international institutions; that is, either formal or informal institutions that transcend the nation-state, and (2) be either contemporary, historical, or some combination of both.  If it is to emphasize “Cross-Cultural Values,” a course must (1) expose students to cultural values that differ significantly from those of contemporary America, and (2) make clear comparisons of two or more cultural systems.  All courses must (1) be broad rather than narrow in focus (that is, deal with subjects of broad global significance), and (2) emphasize the interconnectedness of the global system (that is, how we are all connected to, and affected by, events and forces distant from us in time and space).

Social & Behavioral Sciences

Goal: Develop an understanding of the social and behavioral sciences, including the scientific approach to the study of human behavior and society. 

Required: One approved course.
Catalog Description:  Courses in the Social and Behavioral Sciences category are intended to develop an understanding of social science in all GMU undergraduates. Students will make connections between the origins and development of human society and behavior, and the institutions, relationships, and ideas involved in social life.  Students will be acquainted with different methods of inquiry within the social and behavioral sciences, including the scientific method, the relation of theory and experiment, and the use of quantitative and qualitative information.  The development of major ideas in social science are also addressed in this category.  

Criteria for Approval: To be approved for the Social and Behavioral Sciences category, a course must (1) devote itself primarily to human behavioral or social systems, either within a discipline or across several disciplines;  (2) engage students in scientific reasoning using the scientific method and the analysis of experiment in relation to theory; (3) encourage students to think both conceptually and critically about models of human behavior and social systems, and how those systems relate to each other and to their environments; (4) emphasize an important area or areas of social or behavioral science; and (5) if thematic, be connected to broad societal or human behavioral issues.

C.  SYNTHESIS REQUIREMENT 

Synthesis

Goal:  To assist students in the making of connected meaning and the synthesis of knowledge. 

Required: One approved upper division course.  

Status: Full course development will occur during the 2001-2002 academic year.

Catalogue Description: Synthesis courses may link issues in the student’s major to wider intellectual and community concerns. Other courses might be interdisciplinary.  This course may be a capstone course in the major.  

This component also requires students to demonstrate their ability to communicate.  Capping the two third-year courses, English 302 and the synthesis course, will be an exercise designed to assure that students have satisfactory skills in oral and written presentation, demonstrated before a faculty panel.  This demonstration will build not only on the communications and synthesis experience of the third year, but also on the recurrent attention to these skills in the whole General Education program, from the foundation courses onward.

