
MATH 114, Fall 2014 TR 1:30 - 3:20 PM, Planetary Hall 129
http://math.gmu.edu/˜nepstei2/114f14

Instructor: Dr. Neil Epstein, Exploratory Hall 4457, Office Phone (703) 993-1473

TA: Samah Mahmoud

Office Hours: TR 12:30-1:20 and by appointment

Textbook: Briggs & Cochran Calculus: Early Transcendentals, 2011.

Prerequisites: C or better in MATH113 or specified score on the Math Placement Test.
Moreover, you should know the material of Calc I and all of its prerequisites as well (e.g. algebra

and trig). If these things are not true, you are registered for the wrong course!

Course Content: We will cover portions of chapters 6-10. Topics include methods of integration,
conic sections, parametric equations, infinite series, and power series.

Online component: This course incorporates the MyLab and MyMathLab apparatus at Pearson.
You will need to register there in order to do the online homework assignments, which in turn are
worth a significant portion of your grade. If you didn’t buy the book, this may cost something.

Expectations:

• You will read the book carefully!

• You will do all assigned homework problems, whether online or on paper.

• You will satisfy yourself that you could do all the homework problems without aid if they or
problems like them were to crop up on an exam.

As you should know, math is best learned by doing.

• If you have any questions, ideas, or comments, you will speak up!

• You may be required to present problems and such at the board during the recitation sections.

• You will come to class every time; there will often be quizzes, and you will get a 0 grade for
any that you do not show up to.

• You will not use your cell phones or portable electronics during class, with the exception of
the book itself (if it is in e-book format)! These devices, while in vogue, are distracting and
disruptive, and I may expel people from the classroom if I see this sort of behavior.

• If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me
and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703 993 2474. All academic accommodations
must be arranged through that office.

http://math.gmu.edu/~nepstei2/114f14


Exams: There will be three in-class exams and a final exam. The in-class exams will be given on
September 23, October 28, and November 25, for the first 50 minutes of class. (The remaining
time will be used for introduction of new material.) Needless to say, attendance on these days is
especially important! The final will be given on Thursday, Dec 11, 1:30-4:15pm.

To enter the exam room, you will need to present an ID. This is to prevent cheating and identity
theft; I regret the necessity to do this, but it is necessary.

Extra Help: Get to know each other; you will be each other’s resources. Also, do not hesitate to
come to my office or Samah’s during office hours or by appointment to discuss a homework problem
or any aspect of the course.

Grading: The components of your grade will be broken down as follows:

• Homework: 15%.

• Each in-class exam: 15%. (for a total of 45%).

• Quizzes and participation: 10%.

• Final: 30%

Attendance and Class Participation: Students are expected to attend classes regularly. Please
let me and Samah know ahead of time if you plan to be absent and why.

Academic Integrity: GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the Office for Academic
Integrity for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of
academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic
integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform
that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you
will give full credit in the proper, accepted form.∗

Recitations: There is one hour of recitation with Samah Mahmoud each Monday. Check which
recitation section you are registered for. (There are three.) Attendance there is also mandatory, as
Samah will give quizzes and may assign tasks to be done on-site.

Students as Scholars initiative: Math 114 is designated as a Discovery of Scholarship course
within the Students as Scholars initiative (for general information on this initiative, go to http:

//oscar.gmu.edu/.)
This means that in this course you will be engaged in meaningful mathematics experiences that

emphasize how mathematicians figured out the key results of calculus. You will also be solving
many problems and then reflecting on the problem solving process. Explaining your reasoning is
a crucial part of your intellectual growth in mathematics and will be done in class, in recitation,
and in optional oral reviews before exams. As well, some short introductions to other topics of
research in mathematics will be presented. As a result, you should become much more familiar

∗Text adapted from GMU’s CTFE website.

http://oscar.gmu.edu/
http://oscar.gmu.edu/


with the nature of mathematical knowledge, how such knowledge is created, and with the common
vocabulary and concepts used to convey such knowledge.


